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Birobijan as well as elsewhere their ability to till the soil
as skilfully as Gentiles. Jewish collective farms are
profitable and flourishing. The little artisans, petty shop-
keepers, and small middlemen who remained and fought
the battle through have become proficient farmers: scores
of collective farms, admirably managed and fully
mechanized, have increased the wealth, output, and
stability of the Republic. Many collective farmers will
now earn ten rubles a day in cash besides their divisible
share of grain and vegetables. Yesterday, they struggled
along on a ruble and a half a day.

Scores of witnesses speak of these successes. Take this
for one: Grigory Kostel, a Ukrainian railway worker,
writes in the Birobijan Star:

"1 confess that I myself once considered the Jews to be
mostly artisans. I believed that it would be exception-
ally difficult for them to learn new professions. But from
the very first I found that I had been mistaken. The
Jews plunged into the struggle with the taiga and learned
how to build and farm. I myself taught my own pro-
fession to more than ten Jews, and I can vouch for them
all as splendid railway men."

Cultural activity keeps pace with material advance.
One hundred and four Jewish schools and four Jewish
technical colleges have been opened. The State allotments
for the construction of public, municipal, and cultural
institutions have increased from 300,000 rubles to
11,500,000 rubles.

A new theatre, a new children's music and ballet school,
a new park of rest and culture, standing where yesterday
marsh-birds flew and wild beasts roamed, are the pride of
the city of Birobijan.

Nationalities mingle and dwell as freely in Birobijan as
in any land on earth, for Russians, Ukrainians, Chinese,
and Cossacks no longer shun the Jew, nor he them.